No. 256. November 28, 1710
No. 2,^6.                     [ADDISON "ap-d STEELE,
From Saturday^ Nov. 25, to Tuesday y Nov. 28, 1710.
Nostrum est tantas componere lites.
VIRG., Eclog. iii.
The Proceedings of the Court of Honour, held in Sheer Lane, on Monday, the 2Oth of November, 1710, before ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Esq., Censor of Great Britain.2
Peter Plumb, of London, merchant, was indicted by the Honourable Mr. Thomas Gules,3 of Gule Hall, in the county of Salop, for that the said Peter Plumb did in Lombard Street, London, between the hours of two and three in the afternoon, meet the said Mr. Thomas Gules, and after a short salutation, put on his hat, value fivepence, while the Honourable Mr. Gules stood bareheaded for the space of two seconds. It was further urged against the criminal, that during his discourse with the prosecutor, he feloniously stole the wall of him, having clapped his back against it in such a manner that it was impossible for Mr. Gules to recover it again at his taking leave of him. The prosecutor alleged, that he was the cadet of a very ancient family ; and that according to the principles of all the younger brothers of the said family, he had never sullied himself with business, but had chosen rather to starve like a man of honour than do anything beneath his quality. He produced several witnesses, that he had never employed
1  Virgil's words are, " Non nostrum inter vos tantas/' &c.
2  See No. 253.
8 Forster observed that Mr. Thomas  Gules is  the forerunner of Will Wimble, of the Spectator.
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